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466 General Notes. [July, 

prepared by Keith Johnston, F.R.G.S., is published by Stanford 
(London). 

A new map of Africa by the same editor, on a smaller scale, 
1 : 8,420,000 has also been published by W. & A. K. Johnston 
(Edinburgh). 

MICROSCOPY. 1 

American Society of Microscopists. — The local committee 
at Buffalo have secured the use of the "Central School Building" 
for the sessions of this society at its meeting in that city in 
August. The headquarters of the officers will be at the Tifft 
House, and local and general arrangements are being made which 
it is believed will be fully adequate and satisfactory. Excursion 
fares upon the railways and reduced hotel rates have been prom- 
ised, and private hospitality will be tendered when desired. A 
soiree will be given under the auspices of the local microscopical 
society. The provisional constitution adopted at the Indianapolis 
meeting will come up for amendment and adoption, and all micro- 
scopists of the country are cordially invited to attend and par- 
ticipate in the perfecting of a permanent organization. Circulars 
giving full information in regard to the plans for the meeting can 
be obtained by addressing the secretary of the society, Dr. Henry 
Jameson, of Indianapolis, Indiana, or the secretary of the local 
committee, Mr. James W. Ward, of Buffalo, N. Y. 

Royal Microscopical Society. — With an evident desire to 
share its prosperity with others, this society is renewing and 
extending its efforts to make itself a center of influence in the 
cultivation of microscopical science throughout the world. Its 
journal, under the honorary editorship of Mr. Frank Crisp, LL.B., 
one of the secretaries of the society, has become a superb maga- 
zine of microscopical science. By a recent action of the society 
fifteen honorary fellows were elected, including Dr. J. Leidy, of 
Philadelphia. Nearly seventy societies, in different parts of the 
world, were also designated, whose presidents for the time being 
should be ex-officio fellows of the society. As this arrangement 
includes the honorary distribution of the " Journal," it is a very 
generous as well as very judicious action. The societies in the 
United States included in this arrangement are the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, of Boston, the Boston Society of 
Natural History, the State Microscopical Society of Illinois, the 
New York Academy of Sciences, the New York Microscopical 
Society, the Philadelphia Academy of Natural Sciences, the San 
Francisco Microscopical Society and the Troy Scientific Asso- 
ciation. 

New York Microscopical Society. — This society has removed 
to its new rooms at No. 239 Fourth avenue, near Nineteenth 
street, where it will meet on the first and third Friday evenings 

1 This department is edited by Dr. R. H. Ward, Troy, N. Y. 
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of each month, except July and August. It is also having excur- 
sions during the summer, after the manner of the Oueckett 
Club. 

The Propagation of Cluster-cups. — Dr. M. C. Cooke, in his 
" Introduction to the Study of Microscopic Fungi," calls attention 
to the difficulty of accounting for the appearance of the cluster- 
cups {Aecidiacei) bursting through the cuticle of the leaves of the 
plants on which they are found. The question is as to the man- 
ner in which their spores reach the interior of the leaf where 
they germinate. It certainly cannot be by way of the stomata, 
for these are too small, nor would this account for the preserva- 
tion of the spores until the succeeding year. Equally difficult is 
it to imagine a process by which they can gain access to the 
interior of the growing leaf through the roots, nor have they 
been traced passing through the tissues of the plant. The author 
named mentions the fact, however, that Rev. M. J. Berkeley was 
able to propagate Cluster-cups by growing plants from seeds 
which had been placed in contact with their spores. Following 
this hint and noting the fact that the species growing in this 
vicinity ripened and discharge their spores at the time when the 
plants on which they are found are in blossom, it was easy to 
reach the conviction that these spores would be found along with 
the pollen in the interior of the ovary, thus coming into contact- 
with the seeds and depositing the germs of future growth. Act- 
ing upon this hypothesis, I have examined the flowers of Podo- 
phyllum peltatum and Ariso?ma triphyllum growing within a few 
feet of plants of the same species whose leaves were covered with 
Cluster-cups, and in many instances have found the orange- 
colored spores among the pollen in the ovary. Likewise I have 
found pollen from Podophyllum peltatum mingled with the spores 
dusted over the leaves of a plant of the same species at a distance 
of several feet from any blossom, indicating apparently that it 
had been transported by insects. — M. A. Veeder. 

National Committee on Micrometry. — Prof. Wm. Ash- 
burner, of San Francisco, Cal., and Rev. Samuel Lockwood, of 
Freehold, N. J., have been added to this committee. 

Erratum. — In the last line of " Microscopy," in the last num- 
ber of the Naturalist, for " Kill's cement " read Bell's cement. 
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SCIENTIFIC NEWS. 

— Dr. Elliott Coues contributes to the June number of the 
Penn Monthly some interesting correspondence of the ornitholo- 
gists, Wilson, Ord and Bonaparte. 

— A Sphargis coriacea, weighing 765 pounds, was recently 
taken in the Delaware river, near Fort Delaware. It was pur- 
chased by Prof. Cope for the Permanent Exposition at Phila- 
delphia. 



